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44 give my vote for making public the circumstances of a
" negotiation during its progress!" Warmed by this ex-
ample, Lord North also declared that, whatever might
have passed elsewhere, he should adhere to liis own
opinion ; and under such auspices the motion was rejected
by a large majority.

Such were the views, and such the numbers of the
rival parties, when, in the night of the 2nd of December,
there came, like a thunder-stroke, the news of Burgoyne's
surrender. It came at first as a mere unauthorised
rumour, having been brought to Ticonderoga by the
reports of deserters, and from Ticonderoga transmitted
to Quebec. Yet even the first rumour gave rise to keen
debates in both Houses. On the 3rd, Mr. Fox moved
for copies of all instructions and other papers relative to
the expedition from Canada. On the 5th, a similar motion
in the Peers was brought forward by the Earl of Chatham,
giving him occasion, for another long and eloquent
philippic. In both cases the Ministers might justly call
upon Parliament to suspend its judgment, as they must
their own, until the more authentic tidings were received.

At length, after twelve days of anxious expectation,
there came by way of Canada a duplicate of Burgoyne's
despatch from Albany; later still, Lord Petersham, with
the first draft, arrived from New York. Already there
had fallen from Lord North some hints of conciliation
with the Colonies, and he had declared that after the
holidays he would move the House to consider what con-
cessions might be proper to be made the basis of a treaty.*,
Happily for the Government the usual period of the
Christmas adjournment was at, hand; and notwithstanding
the remonstrances of Chatham in the Lords, of Burke
and Fox in the Commons, it was decided that Parliament
should not meet again for business until the 20th of
January. This seasonable interval gave the Ministers

* It is very remarkable that on the very day before the first news
of Saratoga came, Gibbon wrote as follows to Holroyd. from rhe
House of Commons : " There, seems to be an universal desire, toy
44 peace, even on the most humble conditions. Are you still tierce ?'"
(Miseell. Works, vol. ii. p. 216. ed. 1814.) Bee also in my Appendix,
Mr. Fox's two Letters to the Duke of Grafton, of Dec. 12. and 16.
1777.